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T rue to tradition, pasture sci-
entists and technicians from 
Dohne embarked on an end 

of year tour during the first week of 
November 2007. While the main 
purpose of the tour was to gain 
knowledge of veld and vegetation 
types not familiar to the Eastern 
Cape, it is also a great opportunity 
to meet with pasture scientists from 
other provinces and share ideas.  
Not to forget the opportunity it offers 
to socialize and do some team 
building. 

The first stop was at Tsolo Agri-
cultural College (Eastern Cape) at a 
legume cultivar trial. Conducted in 

partnership with the Centre for 
Rhizobium Studies at Murdock Uni-
versity, Australia, 29 legumes spe-
cies and cultivars from all over the 
world are assessed for adaptability 
to be used for increased production 
on old lands. 

The next morning Alan Short 
and William Diko showed us around 
the Kokstad Research Station. This 
is a real ‘hidden’ treasure and apart 
from the most interesting research 
being carried out, the scenery is 
exceptional. Of particular interest 
was the much documented stocking 
rate trial laid out by Mark Hardy in 
the eighties, which also includes 
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monitoring of soil loss on the differ-
ent treatments. The demonstration 
value of the cattle to sheep ration 
trial is clear and no farmer will be 
able to argue the point after visiting 
the station. 

Our visit to the University of 
KZN (a first for most of the tour 
group) gave insight into the re-
search activities at this renowned 
pasture research institute and al-
lowed opportunities for prospective 
students to meet with Kevin Kirkman  
and Justin du Toit. At Ukulinga, the 
university research farm, we saw 
the response of veld to fire and cut-
ting. This trial was laid out more 
than 50 years ago by J.D. Scott and 
is still being maintained together 
with a trial from the same era, in-
volving fertilizing of natural veld. 
After visiting these sites there can 
be no doubt in anybody’s mind as to 
the extreme value of long term pas-
ture trials. Returning to the present, 
Kevin and Justin showed us some 
of the advanced technology being 
developed in the field of restoration 
ecology. 

The last leg of the tour was to 
the majestic southern Drakensberg. 
This included a drive up Sani Pass, 
which matched our challenging ex-
cursion through the Baviaanskloof 
during the previous pasture tour. 
These challenges are an essential 
part of any tour as some of the tour 
members like to put their 4X4’s to 
the test! Due to rainy conditions we 
did not see much of the flora of the 
Drakensberg, but having had 
Gluhwine and Irish Coffee in the 
highest pub in Africa made it all 
worth while.  

Resignations 
Fiachra Kearney (CSIRO Sustain-
able Ecosystems, Australia) 
Gavin Brockett 
Gert Coetzer 
Johan Labuschagne (Western Cape 
Department of Agriculture) 
Neil Baxter 
 
New Members 
HOTGROUP (Gert Meintjies) 
Lerotholi Qhobela (SADC Plant Ge-
netic Resources Centre, Zambia) 
Martha Konje (MSc Student, Rho-
des University) 

Membership Membership 
changeschanges  

Mr Abra-
ham 
Landman 
(left) and 
Ms Käte 
Booysen 
(right) 
received 
the 
GSSA 
award for 
out-
standing 
academic achievement from Prof. Hen-
nie Snyman, at the graduation ceremony 
of the University of the Free State. This 
award was for best BSc.  final year stu-
dents in Grassland Science with best 
continuous performance during all the 
years of study with an average of at 
least 70%. Their average marks for 8 
Grassland Science subjects differed by 
only 0.2% and it was therefore decided 
to award both of them the prize. 

They are currently enrolled as BSc. 
Honours students at the University of 
the Free State. 




